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.‘Tjhe design of his oﬂiee is Swedish retro, Slr Ken neth Branagh
with strong graphic patterns and pre-
IKEA furniture, on histitle

“There’s a kind of domestic quality to it
that’s true of a lot of Swedish police stations
that I've been to during filming and yet, on
the wall, there are pictures from our cases.

“The Swedish clarity, cleanliness and
efficiency is polluted in a way by the

With right-hand _ darkness of the cases themselves.

woman Ann-Britt ¢ ‘)

(Sarah Smart) { i

Deadly decision ! HO Vanja (Saskia

“This is an apparently innocuous moment i Reeves) tests

from the opening episode, An Event in

Autumn, just before Wallander and his

police partner Ann-Britt’s lives change for

ever. It's a moment where you really wish

they’d made a different decision.
‘Ann-Britt [ played by Sarah Smart]

is an incredibly talented detective and

a good friend of Wallander’s because she ‘They've taken the decision to live

gces i:lhrou;g!h his pgrs}?i?:l_idiosmciﬁies' ¥ : i+ together as a family in a farmhouse and

fews £ u? ersian dsth }:n 2 way that = ' 5 ; the story of th.e first eplsqde is tfhgm testing.

PEOpIe.cAn Anc IREY QAYEAVELY how solid their new relationship is while

“This is Vanja [ Saskia Reeves], who's in
arelationship with Wallander. Like him,
she’s a damaged individual who has a lot
of history and a young son.
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: heaflthy zelatlonshlp. e TG - some terribly dark events oecur.
s Theyre seen here peering into a o — ‘Vanja won't let him be a passenger

@ scrapyard which they have to enter illegally g f in the relationship and she wants him

® because they strongly suspect the owner DISO[) to change. And it’s partly about whether |

of being a murderer...

Wallander can, in fact, ever change’




RIGA MORTIS

A death takes the
cop to Latvia

for the second story,

- Q The Dogs of Riga.
An investigation takes
Wallander to Riga,
Latvia’s capital.

s Unusually, it drags

% him into a world of
espionage. It's updated
but is very much the
world of the Iron

.» Curtain, where former
secret police officers are
involved in the crime

# and there’s a sense of
being spied upon!

- Ispytrouble

. ‘This is the detective trying to make

; O himself anonymous in Riga on a tram.

s ® There’s almost a J ason Bourne quality
«® toit and there’s a real sense of paranoia.
' ‘Areal issue in this is who he is and

- isn't able to trust. This is particularly true
~ of the wife of the major, whose death at
» thebeginning of the episode sends him

to Riga in the first place. So it allows us

o togothrough this very pictorially-striking

I c town of trams, old KGB buildings

-

and modern high rises. It has a really
distinctive Eastern European flavour’

FRIEND
IN NEED

Lindsay
Duncan plays

an old pal EPISODE3
An unportant guest

» Lindsay Duncan guests as Monika, an old friend of
n Wallander’s. She’s the mother of the girl who goes missing
in Before the Frost. Lindsay plays the character brilliantly and

i . was an absolute joy to act opposite. I'd never worked with her

“® before and have always admired her from afar. This w as a real
treat and I also think she looks quite Swedish!”




SUNDAY

e 2 Crime Drama 9.00pm, BBC1
Kenneth Branagh 5§ . i o ol ka7
Of the plays the weary SO < A fresh start for the
Day ; Swedish detective is
B AP T soon tainted by murder

Kenneth
Branagh is
arguably our

finest Shakespearean actor
and he brings a sense of the
playwright'’s great tragedies
to his portrayal of Wallander.
For once, however, things
. are looking bright for the
Swedish detective as he starts
anew life with his girlfriend
and her son in a remote
farmhouse. But you know
Wallander’s doomed and
Sarah Smart as their cosy world is shattered
sidekick Ann- when he discovers a body
BrittHoghina in the garden. Is this
connected to the suspicious

death of a young woman

on a ferry? In this superbly
taut if relentlessly grim tale,
Wallander risks everything,
including a colleague’s life.
This is TV drama of the
highest quality. % % % % % py

Inside my casebook: see page 10
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